
THE BIG LAKE BASEBALL ASSOCIATION

2010

NIGHT BASEBALL
WILLIE MAYS PROGRAM

AGES 9 & 10

Pictures will be 
on Sunday, 

May 16 from 
5pm-8:00pm at 

Big Lake 
Middle School. 
More details 

to follow.

Your child 
needs to sign 

up at the 9/10 
year-old 

table.

Big Lake Baseball:  www.biglakebaseball.com
Gopher State:  www.myas.org
Quad City League (AA):  www.leaguelineup.com/quadcityleague



What program a Player can sign-up for is based on their age as of April 30, 2010

Willie Mays  (9 & 10 year olds as of April 30, 2010--3rd/4th Grade)
Cost:  $85.00 per player (plus each family pays $45 for the fundraiser--or $25 to not do the 
fundraiser).  Players that make the AAA will pay $25 in addition to the registration fee to 
offset uniform costs and league fees.  These players cannot participate until the fee is paid.

Uniform:   Big Lake Team Hat, shirt, pants, belt and socks.

Season Length:  May through July (Games can start as early as April 26, 2010 for AAA)

Nights of the Week: In-House--Tuesdays and Thursdays;  AAA varies

Game Times:  In-House--6:30pm to 8:30pm; AAA varies (normally 6:30pm)

Number of Games: 14-18 games and playoffs (and possibly additional games at the Big 

Lake Tournament-June 12 & 13).  These tournament games for Big Lake teams are free, 

and arenÕt included in the registration fee.  Tournament games could be played June 11.

Locations:  Big Lake School Fields and at any out-of-town teams in the league

In-House League Includes:  Big Lake, Becker, Foley, Clear Lake

AAA League Includes:  Area teams in the Gopher State Baseball League

Parents that wish to coach must fulfill the requirements to be a BLBA coach:
See ÒHow Teams and Coaches are picked for the ÒAAAÓ TeamsÓ and ÒHow Teams and 
Coaches are picked for the ÒIn-HouseÓ TeamsÓ under ÒCOACHING INFORMATION Ó 
inside Registration Brochure.

All 9 & 10 year olds will be evaluated. 

Skills Evaluation for Players
Willie MayÕs 9Õs: Saturday, March 20, 2010--Arrive by 7:45am--Big Lake Middle School
Willie Mays 10Õs: Saturday, March 20, 2010--Arrive by 10:15am--Big Lake Middle School

2nd Try-outs (for those invited back)
Willie Mays  9Õs & 10Õs: Sunday, March 21, 2010--Arrive by 11:45am--Big Lake Middle School

BLBAÕs policy is to have each child play at their age level.

Pictures will be on Sunday, May 16 from 5-8:00pm at BLMS. More details to follow.



Volunteer Fee

There will be a mandatory $50 volunteer fee required at registration. Please make a check out for 
$50 payable to BLBA, separate from the registration check, with your child's name(s) written on 
the check. You will be required to volunteer for 4 hours throughout the season.  Registrations 
mailed in will not be valid unless accompanied by your volunteer fee. Your volunteer!check will 
be!shredded at the end of the season (we will not return the check to you) if you volunteer a 
minimum of 4 hours. Volunteer fees will be forfeited if you do not perform volunteer work during 
the season.! If you do not intend to volunteer and wish to waive your volunteer fee!at the time of 
registration please write "CASH MY CHECK" on the memo line on your check.!!This will allow us 
to hire any additional help that may be needed.  It is up to the head coach to pick his assistants and 
parent rep.! It is also up to the coach to report these names no later than ONE WEEK after teams are 
chosen to the volunteer director or president for volunteer credit.  Once names are submitted by the 
coach, NO CHANGES can occur.  Extra team help is appreciated and needed, however your time 
helping at practices and games will not count for volunteer time.  The volunteer coordinator and/or 
any BLBA Board Members are the only people that can approve your volunteer time.! If you have 
questions regarding your time or efforts of volunteering you may email the volunteer director 
(food@biglakebaseball.com).! Please donÕt be mistaken and assume your time is approved if you 
have not spoken with the volunteer director about your time and efforts.! You must have approval 
before you complete a volunteer opportunity.

Volunteer opportunities are available at www.biglakebaseball.com, by clicking on Volunteer.  All 
volunteer positions, including coaches and assistant coaches are required to pay the volunteer fee 
and will have his/her check shredded up upon successful completion of the position.  Any position, 
including board positions are eligible to have their check shredded as well.

The volunteer cards may be mailed into the PO Box or turned in at a BLBA board meeting.  At any 
time you have the minimum hours met, you may turn in your cards.  If your card is lost, damaged, or 
is unreadable, you can download a new card from the website.  Your hours previously contributed 
will be lost and your minimum volunteer hours may need to restart from zero.  YOU are 
accountable to maintain your card.  If you neglect to show up for an assigned shift, your check will 
be cashed immediately.  No other options will be available.

Parent Rep. Responsibilities

Your team will need one parent volunteer (other than the coaches) to serve as the teamÕs parent representative.  
This parent will be responsible for: 

*Communicate dates, times, and locations that are printed in all of the BLBA informational brochures and on 
the website (http://www.biglakebaseball.com).

*To be a liaison between your parents and coaches.  If your parents are not able to go to the coaches with a 
problem, they should be able to come to you.  Also, help the coaches call and distribute information to your 
parents, such as game or practice changes, etc.

Opportunities include:
Coaches:  3 total per team
Registration Helpers (24 helpers)
Concessions (168 workers)
Board Positions (9 positions)
Registration Coordinator (1 person)
Uniform Coordinator (1 person)
Equipment Coordinator (1 person)

Draft Coordinator (1 person)
Picture Coordinator (1 person)
Umpire Coordinator (1 person)
Field Coordinator (1 person)
Evaluation Coordinators (1 person)
Concessions Coordinator (1 person)
Tournament Coordinator (1 person)

League Directors (5 positions)
Parent Rep (1 per team)



Big Lake Baseball Association Fundraisers
The Fundraiser is designed to help offset our uniform expenses.  Each family has the following two 
options:
1.  Pay $25 directly to BLBA and therefore not have to sell anything.
2.  Pay $45 up front to sell the items, and keep what you sell.

COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS PROCEDURES
This procedure will be followed in the event any person has any issue or policy any other person.
Expect no action to a complaint or concern unless the procedures below are followed in order:

1. Talk to the person you have the questions or concerns with and try to work things out.
2. If a satisfactory resolution is not achieved, contact the League Director with your concerns.
3. If a satisfactory resolution is still not achieved, contact the BLBA President and the issue may be 
brought before the Board of Directors at a monthly meeting.  All sides will be heard before any 
decision is rendered.  Please, always remember why we are all involved in this Association--the 
children.  There are a lot of people volunteering their time and talents to make this a successful 
Association.

COACHING PHILOSOPHY
¥That you demonstrate an appreciation of the LeagueÕs Philosophy and cooperate in making 

the program beneficial for the players.
¥That you reflect an understanding of the age group you coach.
¥That you are a positive influence on those with whom you work.
¥That you show by example that you respect the judgment and position of authority of the 

umpire (whether paid or volunteer).
¥That you instill in your players a respect for adult leadership.
¥That you exercise your leadership role adequately but leave the ball game in the hands of the 

player.
¥That you instill a desire for the individual to improve.
¥That you teach a high degree of sportsmanship at all times.
¥That you represent the Big Lake Baseball Association with respect and honor.
¥That you promote the Big Lake Baseball Association.

SPORTSMANSHIP PHILOSOPHY
¥As players and coaches always respect your opponent and each other.
¥As parent/fans always respect the opponentÕs players, coaches and fans.
¥As players, coaches and parents/fans always respect the umpires decisions and them as people 

who love the Game and are doing their best to be fair and impartial.
¥That all represent the Big Lake Baseball Association in a positive way, whether at home or 

away.



Skills Evaluation for Players
Willie MayÕs 9Õs: Saturday, March 20, 2010--Arrive by 7:45am--Big Lake Middle School
Willie Mays 10Õs: Saturday, March 20, 2010--Arrive by 10:15am--Big Lake Middle School
Pee Wee Reese 11Õs: Saturday, March 20, 2010--Arrive by 12:45pm--Big Lake Middle School
Pee Wee Reese 12Õs: Saturday, March 20, 2010--Arrive by 3:15pm--Big Lake Middle School
Sandy Koufax 13Õs: Saturday, March 27, 2010--Arrive by 2:45pm--Big Lake High School
Sandy Koufax 14Õs: Saturday, March 27, 2010--Arrive by 5:15pm--Big Lake High School
Mickey Mantle 15Õs: Saturday, April 17, 2010--Arrive by 11:45am--Big Lake Varsity Baseball Field
Mickey Mantle 16Õs: Saturday, April 17, 2010--Arrive by 2:15pm--Big Lake Varsity Baseball Field

In case of inclement weather on April 17, the tryouts will be held in the Big Lake High School Gym

2nd Try-outs (for those invited back)
Willie Mays  9Õs & 10Õs: Sunday, March 21, 2010--Arrive by 11:45pm--Big Lake Middle School
Pee Wee Reese 11Õs: Sunday, March 21, 2010--Arrive by 2:15pm--Big Lake Middle School
Pee Wee Reese 12Õs: Sunday, March 21, 2010--Arrive by 4:30pm--Big Lake Middle School
Sandy Koufax 13Õs Sunday, March 28, 2010--Arrive by 11:45am--Big Lake High School
Sandy Koufax 14Õs: Sunday, March 28, 2010--Arrive by 2:15pm--Big Lake High School

Big Lake Baseball Association Baseball Tournaments
The BLBA hosts tournaments which not only help us generate funds, but more importantly gives our 
players an opportunity to play against teams from other areas.

Big Lake Tournament Dates
May 22-23, 2010:  Pee Wee Reese In-House & AAA (11 & 12 year-olds)
May 29-30, 2010 15AAA Memorial Weekend Tournament
June 5-6, 2010 Sandy Koufax In-House & AAA (13 & 14 year-olds)
June 12-13, 2010: Willie Mays In-House & AAA (9 & 10 year-olds)
June 12-13, 2010: Mickey Mantle In-House & AAA (15 & 16 year-olds)

Umpire Information

We are looking for help with Umpiring.  If you are 13 years old or older and are able to help out and want to 
earn some extra money this summer, please sign up at registration.  

**April 24 at the 4-field Complex from 1:00pm-5:00pm.  All umpires interested in umpiring AAA must 
attend this Umpire Clinic.  Free for all Big Lake Baseball Association umpires.



COACHING INFORMATION
You will have two opportunities to attend a coaching clinic.  In order to be a HEAD coach, you need to attend 
this coachÕs clinic

April 10 (Sat) CoachÕs Clinic @ 11:00am @ the Baseball Varsity Field (rain location:  Liberty)

Requirements to be a Head Coach in the BLBA :
1.  Sign up at registration or e-mail the President at biglakebaseball@gmail.com
2.  Attend one of the CoachÕs Clinics.
3.  Fill out a background check (all coaches)

How Coaches and Teams are picked for the ÒAAAÓ Teams:  All players must be registered and paid 
before the initial evaluation.  If a player cannot attend an evaluation, they cannot make up their evaluation at 
another time.  The 15 players with the highest scores will be eligible for the second tryout.  A parent that is 
interested in being the Head Coach of the team must have their child finish in the top 8 after both evaluations 
and attend one of the two Coaching Clinics.  The eligible coaching staff will be notified (a coach whose child 
finishes in the top 12 can attend the 2nd evaluation, but cannot help or talk to any of the players).  Once the 
coaching staff of the top 12 players is identified, a second evaluation of the top 15 players and up to 9 other 
invited players (decided upon and completed by the Evaluation Coordinators) will be held.  Only the coaches 
that signed up to be Head coaches will be allowed to watch the second evaluations.  The team must be picked 
from the top 15 kids after the 2nd Evaluation.  If a child is not able to make one of the evaluations, then their one 
score would be multiplied by 2 to see where their score would land in relation to the other scores.  If the childÕs 
score is not in the window of the scores of the top 15, then the child is not eligible for the AAA team.  If the 
multiplied score reaches the Top 8, the child would need to be a coachÕs pick.  The children who finished in the 
Top 8 are automatically entitled to the AAA team.  The coaching staff has the choice of the other 4 players, 
adhering to the guidelines above.

How Coaches and Teams are picked for the ÒIn-HouseÓ Teams:  All the players that do not make or want 
to be on the ÒAAAÓ Team will play on a combined age ÒIn-HouseÓ team.  Once the head coaches are 
identified, the list of players to be drafted will be placed in groups as to how they finished in alphabetical order.  
For example, if there are 5 teams, the players who finished 1-10 will be placed in a group alphabetically.  If there 
are 3 teams, players who finished 1-6 will be placed in a group alphabetically.  The order of the coachÕs draft 
will be determined by a coin flip, card drawing, dice toss, or other method approved upon by the Draft 
Coordinator.  After the order is determined, the coaches will first draft players in the first group.  For example, if 
there are 3 teams, team number 1 will pick a player in the top 6.  Team number 2 will pick a player remaining in 
the top 6.  Team 3 will get the next TWO picks of the players remaining in the top 6.  The next round will 
continue the same way.  If the HEAD coachÕs child is in a certain round, the coach MUST pick their child as 
their first pick in that round.  If a Head Coach has a certain assistant coach in mind, the assistant coachÕs child 
must be chosen with the Head CoachÕs first available pick of the applicable round.  There is no guarantee that 
the Head Coach and the assistant coach will be paired up; it is up to the luck of the draw and of the draft.  A 
BLBA Board Member will be present at the Draft.

Coaching assignments for the Roberto Clemente will be completed on May 2 at the Big Lake Fire Hall.  This 
will start at 6:00pm.  Coaches for all teams will then contact their players.

If all eligible Head coaches are not able to work out the assignments of a particular team, the matter will be 
decided upon by the BLBA board, using a method decided upon by the Board of Directors.  If a parent cannot 
be found for a head coaching position, a suitable replacement will be found.

Uniforms:  once uniforms are distriubted to the head coaches, there will be a ONE-WEEK window for 
parents/coaches to make adjustments and/or changes.  It will be up to the Head Coach and/or parent to contact 
the Uniform Coordinator, Ken Halverson, at 263-2589.



2010 Big Lake Baseball Association Positions
BOARD OF DIRECTORSÕ NAMES AND PHONE NUMBERS

President:  Robert Hoekstra (763-300-3337) Vice-President:  Scott Palm (263-5487)
Secretary:  Julie Halversen (263-2589) Treasurer:  Scott Hendrickson (263-2651)
Associate Director:   Mike Morehead (263-6319)

Budget Committee (4 members at large):
(Even Years #1):  Ken Halversen (263-2589) (Odd Years #1):  John Hunt (263-6593)
(Even Years #2):  Todd Muller (263-1048) (Odd Years #2):  David Book (263-7017)

COORDINATOR POSITIONS

Uniform Coordinator:   Ken Halversen (263-2589)
Equipment Coordinator:  Jeremy Hintz (715-574-6513)
Draft Coordinator:  Ken Halversen (263-2589)
Picture Coordinators:  Katrina Kolasa (612-867-0498 or 263-7895)
Umpire Coordinator :  TBD
Field Coordinator:   Chris Dokkebakken (263-8691)
Evaluation Coordinator:   Scott Palm (263-5487)
Concessions/Volunteer Coordinator:   Dawn Emmers (763-486-2613)
Tournament Coordinator:  Robert Hoekstra (763-300-3337)

TOURNAMENT AND LEAGUE DIRECTORS:
Roberto Clemente:  John Hunt (263-6593)
May 22-23:  Pee Wee Reese:  Bruce Bordwell (263-1592)
June 12-13:  Willie Mays:  Dave Schouveller (763-218-6536)
June 5-6:  Sandy Koufax: Dale Brantley (263-7980)
June 12-13:  Mickey Mantle: TBD

BLBA REFUND POLICY
(1)  A full or partial refund may be given for the following reasons:

A.  A physical injury that is determined by a doctor that the player should not participate.
B.  Player moves out of the area and can no longer attend without extraordinary effort. 

The amount of a refund depends on when the situation arises.  The amount of the refund is determined by the 
Big Lake Baseball Association Board of  Directors.

(2)  NO refund at all will be given for the following reasons:
A. A player decides not to play at all after trying-out for the AAA team, because they donÕt make it and 
they donÕt want to play for any In-House team.
B. Player decides not to play because of the team they are assigned to or because of the coach.  Once a 
player is chosen to be on a team, they must play for that team and no other, with the exception of the 
AAA teams.  A player may decide not to play on an AAA team, but then will play for a In-House team.  
This must be decided immediately as the teams are being formed.  Once a player agrees to be on an 
AAA team, they are committed to it for the entire  season.  Only reasons for refunds are listed above 
under (1).

NO REFUND will be issued after June 1 for all teams.
To request a refund, please contact Robert Hoekstra at 763-300-3337.   Your request may be brought before the 
Board of Directors and a decision will be made on your request.



Lions Park: !Located 2.6 miles North of Hwy. 10 on Eagle Lake Road (Co. Rd. 
5).

Miller Field : !19613 212th Ave NW, Big Lake, MN 55309. !USE THE DRIVE 
OFF OF COUNTY ROAD 73.



BLBA CODE OF CONDUCT 
For Parents and Spectators 

 
 
1. I will enforce and support the Code of Conduct for players. 
2. I will refrain from publicly ridiculing or verbally abusing any player from either 
team.  I will not embarrass my child(ren) or others by yelling negative comments at 
players, coaches or officials. 
3. I will refrain from publicly ridiculing or verbally abusing any coach or official.   
4. I will set a positive example and encourage good sportsmanship at all games. 
5. I will place the emotional and physical well being of my child and the team ahead 
of any personal desire to win. 
6. I will insist that my child play in a safe and healthy environment. 
7. I will help her/him be on time for team events. 
8. I will demand a drug, alcohol and tobacco-free sports environment for my child 
and agree to assist by refraining from their use at all sports events. 
9. I will do my very best to make youth sports fun for my child. 
10. I will ask my child to treat other players, coaches, fans and officials with 
respect regardless of race, sex, creed or ability. 
11. I will read the BLBA Policies and do everything in my power to assist the BLBA 
organization to implement and enforce them. 
12.  I will work my 4 mandatory volunteer hours.
 
 

BLBA CODE OF CONDUCT 
For Players 

1. I will treat my parents, coaches, teammates, opponents, property of others and 
game officials with the same respect that I would like to be treated. 
2. I will practice and play to the best of my ability. 
3. I will be on time (as assigned by my coach) to team events. 
4. I will recognize baseball as a team sport and will put the interests of the team 
over my own individual interests. 
5. I will not criticize another teammateÕs play. 
6. I will not criticize umpires, coaches or opposing players.   
7. I will conduct myself in a respectful manner.  (Destructive or inappropriate 
behavior, during or after a game or practice, will not be tolerated.) 
8. I will not attempt to deliberately injure another player(s). 
9. I will wear my team uniform with pride and treat it with respect.
10.  I as a player will be committed to my team during the season--being at all 
practices and games.  If I canÕt be at a practice or game, I will notify my coach 
BEFORE this would happen.



2010 BIG LAKE BASEBALL ASSOCIATION CALENDAR
Important Dates and Events  (DATES AND TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE )

March 7 (Sun) Registration - 4:00PM to 8:00pm at the Friendly Buffalo (next to new hotel)
March 8 (Mon) Registration - 5:00pm to 8:00pm at the Friendly Buffalo (next to new hotel)
March 14 (Sun) Big Lake Baseball Association Meeting - 6:00pm at the Big Lake Fire Hall
March 20-21 (Sat/Sun)Try-outs for Willie Mays and Pee Wee Reese (9, 10, 11, and 12 year-olds)
March 23 (Tues) Last day to sign up for WM, PWR to be guaranteed a place on a team (contact President)
March 24 (Wed) Form Teams/get equipment for WM/PWR  In-House Teams--Ken HalversenÕs house @  6:00pm
March 27 (Sat) Try-outs--Sandy Koufax: 13Õs: 2:45pm; 14Õs: 5:15pm @ Varsity Field; if rain: HS Gym)
March 28 (Sun) 2nd Tryouts for Sandy Koufax:  13Õs: 11:45am; 14Õs: 2:15pm
March 30 (Tues) Last day to sign up for SK to be guaranteed a place on a team (contact President)
March 31 (Wed) Form teams and get equipment for SK In-House Teams-Ken HalversenÕs house @ 6:00pm
April 10 (Sat) CoachÕs Clinic @ 11:00am @ the Baseball Varsity Field (rain location:  Liberty)
April 11 (Sun) Big Lake Baseball Association Meeting - 6:00pm at the Big Lake Fire Hall
April 12 (Mon) Willie Mays and Pee Wee Reese Practices can start
April 17 (Sat) Mickey Mantle Tryouts:  15Õs:  11:45am; 16Õs:  2:15pm (at Varsity Baseball Field)
April 18 (Sun) Last day to sign up for MM to be guaranteed a place on a team (contact President)
April 24 (Sat) Roberto Clemente Last Chance Registration @ 10am-12pm at the BL Fire Hall
April 24 (Sat) Umpires' Certification Clinic - Big Lake 4-field complex (1pm-5pm):  $25--AAA umps
May 1 (Sat) Last day to sign up for Roberto Clemente to be guaranteed a place on a team (contact 

President)
May 2 (Sun) Roberto Clemente:  form teams (Coaches Only)--6pm at Big Lake Fire Hall

Equipment handed out after meeting
May 16 (Sun) Big Lake Baseball Association Meeting - 6:00pm at the Big Lake Fire Hall
May 16 (Sun) Pictures for Willie Mays, Pee Wee Reese, and Sandy Koufax
May 24 (Mon) In-House Games Begin--Tentative
May 22-23 (Sat/Sun)Pee Wee Reese (In-House & AAA) Tournaments in Big Lake
May 29-30 (Sat/Sun)15 U Wood Bat Memorial Weekend Tournament
June 5-6 (Sat/Sun)Sandy Koufax (In-House & AAA) Tournaments in Big Lake
June 6 (Sun) Roberto Clemente and Mickey Mantle Pictures
June 12-13 (Sat/Sun)Willie Mays (In-House & AAA) Tournaments in Big Lake
June 12-13 (Sat/Sun)Mickey Mantle (In-House & AAA) Tournaments in Big Lake
June 14 (Mon) Roberto Clemente Season Starts
June 19 (Sat) Big Lake Legion Tournament--11am & 1:00pm
July 18 (Sun) Big Lake Baseball Association Meeting - 6:00pm at the Big Lake Fire Hall
July 18 (Sun) Equipment Turn-in Option I @  4-field Complex:  3:00pm-5:30pm
July 25 (Sun) Equipment Turn-in Option II @ 4-field Complex:  6:00pm-8:00pm
August 8 (Sun) Big Lake Baseball Association Meeting - 6:00pm at the Big Lake Fire Hall

Except for the Roberto Clemente Legue, players that want to be on the same team MUST be considered 
immediate family only.

BIG LAKE BASEBALL ASSOCIATIONÕS LEAGUE PHILOSOPHY
The purpose of the BLBA is to provide an opportunity to participate in the game of 
baseball for youth regardless of race, creed, color, nationality or disability.  It is further the purpose 
of BLBA to aid youth who participate in this sport: 1) In the improvement and development of baseball 
skills. 2) To teach and promote physical, mental and moral development. 3) To teach a sense of fair and 
honest  competition. 4) To promote fair play at all levels resulting in good sportsmanship.  5) To 
encourage, aid and support acquisition of facilities and means for the playing of baseball.


